About Daniel Witthaus

Before even receiving a tertiary qualification in psychology, Daniel Witthaus had commenced supporting young gay and lesbian people in regional Australia.  Heading up the first local government-funded project of its kind in Australia, Daniel worked with hundreds of young people questioning their sexual identity and/or experiencing homophobic harassment and abuse in Geelong, Victoria.

Ignoring popular belief and a conservative approach to dealing with sexual diversity, Daniel fought to commence working in local secondary schools to challenge the homophobia of the student population.  Such was his success in engaging educators that, much to the surprise of most, the pilot school for the popular challenging homophobia program, ‘Pride & Prejudice’, was an all-boys Catholic school.  This is believed by leaders in education to be an Australian first, if not a world-first.  Clearly some rules needed to be broken.

Following the resounding success of the pilot of ‘Pride & Prejudice’, schools throughout Victoria eagerly sought to benefit from a program that seemingly changed student’s homophobic attitudes.  After attracting VicHealth funding, Daniel developed the ‘Pride & Prejudice’ educational package allowing all secondary school teachers to challenge homophobia in their own classrooms.  Through a partnership with Deakin University, ‘Pride & Prejudice’ became the only educational program in the world to pass rigorous psychological testing; in six weeks it improved student attitudes toward gay men and lesbians.

Since its launch in 2002, Daniel has worked tirelessly to raise awareness about ‘Pride & Prejudice’ through an enviable schedule of conference presentations and media engagements (i.e. print, radio and TV).  His practical approach to seemingly complex issues has seen Daniel become a highly sought after trainer, with a range of teachers and health professionals attending various workshop and professional development sessions.  To date over 800 ‘Pride & Prejudice’ educational packages have been sold, mainly via word of mouth.  

‘Pride & Prejudice’ has attracted attention and rave reviews from teachers and health professionals across the country desperate to reduce homophobic harassment and violence.  Subsequently Daniel is an essential regular at various reference and representative bodies at a local, state and national level.  For example he is a key founding committee member of the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commision initiative ‘Outlink’, a national network for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) young people in rural, regional and remote areas.  

To the surprise of many in 2006, the Tasmanian government announced after a stunningly successful pilot that ‘Pride & Prejudice’ would be implemented in every Tasmanian state school.  Three Tasmanian schools have won Human Rights Week awards for their ‘Pride & Prejudice’ efforts.  Only last decade homosexuality was a criminal offence there.  

Through these efforts and a range of published journal articles and targeted chapters in edited compilations, Daniel’s work has attracted international attention.  In 2005 Daniel was nominated, and short-listed, for the Reebok International Human Rights Award.  In 2006 Daniel became a founding world board member for the Dutch-government funded human rights initiative, the Global Alliance for LGBT Education.  This work has already seen him work across four continents. 

Daniel is also sits on the editorial board for the international Journal of LGBT Youth.

In addition to his LGBT work Daniel has rounded out his CV working with a broad range of organisations: Kids Help Line (inc. training teachers and health professionals across regional Victoria and Tasmania); VicHealth Health Promotion Foundation (inc. training health professionals in mental health promotion); Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission (inc. training workers and managers in equal opportunity law); Department of Education and Training (writing a support guide for young people); No To Violence Victoria (inc. co-ordinating White Ribbon Day for Victoria: men taking responsibility for violence against women).

Daniel recently returned from Berlin where he completed his first book manuscript.  In his spare time he is an avid tennis player, scoring two gold medals in the First World Out Games (2006) in Montreal and one gold medal and one bronze in the 1st Asia Pacific Out Games (2008) in Melbourne.

